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Poor health indicators and a centralised, inefficient health care system were among the reasons why the Zambian Government initiated some of the most radical Health Sector reforms in Africa, in the early nineties. The major thrust of the reforms was to strengthen district health systems to enable them to provide a defined set of cost-effective basic health services. A growing group of donors supported the Health Sector reforms and became actively engaged in a new development policy and partnership framework which became known as a “Sector Wide Approach”.


The film links the theoretical concepts underlying the Health Sector reforms in the context of the Sector Wide Approach with the practice and reality on the ground. It reviews major, well established, achievements made during the last decade in the areas of decentralised planning, management, and actual delivery of district health services. The documentary also examines some of the critical present-day issues -- such as governance, human capacity, and HIV/AIDS -- which challenge vulnerable development processes.

Issues raised in this film are not unique for Zambia, but could apply to many of the countries in sub-Sahara Africa. We hope this film will help focus the much needed debate on the importance of long-term and flexible investments in Health as a requirement for sustainable development. 
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