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Problem Statement: Drug control authorities in developing countries try to control the sale and distribution of drugs through regulatory mechanisms. However, very few studies have investigated the effect of regulatory intervention on pharmaceutical affairs.

Objective: To assess the effect of banning analgin and its combinations on availability.

Design: An analytical descriptive study.

Setting and Population: This study was planned to determine the effect of the ban in Nepal on analgin, which was phased in as follows: a ban on export/import from the date of notice; ban on local production three months from the date of notice; and ban on transportation, storage, sale, and distribution six months after notice. Retail outlets from three districts of Kathmandu Valley were randomly selected. The sample included 113 retail outlets from 29 clusters.

Outcome Measures: Percentage of retail outlets with analgin or its combinations one, five and sixteen months after the drug was banned. 

Results: There has been a gradual decrease in availability, with no availability 16 months after the notice of the ban.

Conclusions: A variety of measures, including inspection and monitoring of customs, importers, and retailers and information about banned drugs through different media, should be taken by a country’s drug regulatory authority to stop the sale and distribution of banned product from a specified date. 
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