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Problem Statement: The herbal medicines market in Iran has not developed in comparison to the marlet for chemical medicines.

Objectives: To assess pharmacists’ perceptions of the development of the herbal medicines market; to use this perception in developing TRM policy.

Design: Descriptive cross-sectional study

Setting and Population: More than one hundred pharmacists who work in Isfahan state

Methods: A 17-item questionnaire was used to assess pharmacists’ perceptions of various factors on the development of the herbal medicines market. Correlation and regression analyses were used to identify the relationships between perceptions about the development of herbal medicines and four basic criteria of herbal medicines: access, rational use, quality, and safety. Analysis of the data was performed using the SPSS for Windows.

Outcome Measures: Pharmacists’ perceptions about access, rational use, quality, and safety of herbal medicines on the development of the herbal medicines market

Results: Pharmacists’ perceptions of the development of herbal medicines varied upon the four measured criteria. Pharmacists had more positive perceptions of the role of rational use in the development of herbal medicines. There was moderate agreement with positive statements about the quality of development herbal medicines.

Conclusions: Pharmacists perceive that there is a need to improve rational use, quality, safety, and access of herbal medicines respectively in order to develop the herbal medicines market.
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