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Problem Statement: Most INCLENmembers are physicians with clinical practices within university hospitals in developing countries. With roles as educators, researchers and practitioners, they have a unique opportunity to influence antimicrobial use.

Objectives: To document the degree to which INCLEN faculty have been involved in drug research and in continuing education activities in this field, including rational drug use and antimicrobial resistance. 

Design: Convenience sample of research and continuing education activities by INCLEN members. 

Setting and Population: Search of the database at the INCLEN Trust executive office; research abstracts published in program books of three INCLEN Global Meetings; and virtual information requests to heads of Clinical Epidemiology Units. Continuing education sessions conducted at the national level, and at the global level in the last two INCLEN Global Meetings. 

Outcome Measures: Examples of research in six areas: drug utilization, rational drug use, pharmacovigilance and pharmacoepidemiology, antimicrobial resistance, ethics, and pharmacoeconomics. Content and facilitator description of continuing education sessions. 

Results: Sixty-one studies were identified between 1987 and 2003, with 50% in the last 5 years. Over 40% have been published in peer-reviewed journals indexed in Medline, and 7% have been accepted or submitted for publication. Most were conducted in the fields of rational drug use (30%) and pharmacoepidemiology (26%).Some of these have been editorials and position papers for peer-reviewed journals. Research has involved community-based studies, studies in primary health care settings, and hospital-based research. A number of studies have dealt with intervention studies to minimize inappropriate drug use.In 2001, the Chinese Clinical Epidemiology Network conducted a three-day workshop on “Problem-based pharmacotherapy teaching in China” under the support of WHO and INCLEN. At the global level in 2002, a workshop was held on Rational Drug Use co-sponsored by WHO/EDM. In 2003, at the Global Meeting in Kunming, a symposium co-sponsored by WHO/EDM was conducted on pricing of essential medicines.

Conclusions: INCLEN has produced and disseminated relevant research aimed at anti-microbial resistance, with the potential to change policy and practice patterns of physicians and physicians-to-be in the developing world, and has recurrently identified this area as a priority for capacity building. With its network of regional and national networks, INCLEN has the built-in infrastructure to become a major player in developing countries in concerted efforts to promote rational antimicrobial drug policies.
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