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Problem Statement: Infectious diseases remain a serious threat to public health in the Asian-Pacific region. Among many issues in infectious diseases, antimicrobial resistance (AMR) must be one of the top priorities because it may potentially affect every person in the region.  Particularly during the past 2 decades, emergence of drug resistance among major human pathogens has become a serious threat in clinical medicine. AMR cannot be confined to a certain region because it can spread to geographically remote areas. Given the spread of infections and AMR beyond the geographic borders, international collaboration is absolutely required for effective prevention and control of these problems.
Objectives: To foster multinational collaboration against infectious disease and AMR in the Asian-Pacific region.  

Design: Descriptive study incorporating an intervention.

Setting and Population:  Investigators from eleven Asian countries who formed an organization, (the first and largest such international group) in 1996 to collaborate on research on infectious diseases and AMR to improve public health throughout the region.

Intervention:  The formation, in 1996, of the Asian Network for Surveillance of Resistant Pathogens (ANSORP).  When ANSORP was first organized, 14 centers in 11 cities of 11 Asian countries joined the network, which has been actively maintained and growing.  
Outcome Measures:  Growth and expansion of the network;  performance of collaborative studies including international surveillance of AMR in the Asian-Pacific region;  molecular epidemiology and molecular characterization of resistant bacteria, in vitro studies, and clinical trials.  

Results: As of 2004, ANSORP has grown to include 31 centers in 21 cities in 12 countries in Asia and the Middle East. Korea, China, Hong Kong SAR, Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, and Saudi Arabia are the member countries of ANSORP.  For the past 7 years, ANSORP has successfully performed 10 collaborative studies including international surveillance of AMR in the Asian-Pacific region, molecular epidemiology and molecular characterization of resistant bacteria, in vitro studies, and clinical trials. ANSORP surveillance studies first revealed detailed information on AMR in the Asian region including Streptococcus pneumoniae, vancomycin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, Hemophilus influenzae, Moraxella catarrhalis, and other bacterial pathogens.   
Conclusions:  ANSORP has been creating a new history of multinational collaboration by Asian investigators for research on infectious diseases and AMR in the Asia-Pacific region. ANSORP will continue its international collaboration for surveillance of resistance and infectious diseases, clinical trials, and basic microbiologic research in the future. ANSORP will continue to expand to include more centers in the Asian-Pacific region. Through network activities, ANSORP will be a center of biomedical research on infectious diseases and antimicrobial agents and resistance in the Asia-Pacific region. ANSORP will also focus on education, strategic planning, and promotional activity for control and prevention of infectious diseases and AMR in the region.
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