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Problem Statement: The parents of only 30% of children with malaria can afford to reach health facilities,  while others die at home with no attention at all.

Objectives: To make sulphadoxine: pyrethamine (Fansidar) and Chloroquine accessable to community resource persons to improve malaria case management at the household level.

Design: Longitudinal study. 

Setting: One hospital and four Primary Health Care (PHC) facilities, both public and private.

Study Population: Children between 2 months and 5 years of age in Kanungu District, Uganda, using 1008 Community Owned Resource Persons (CORPS) in the first year of implementation, October 2002 to June 2003.

Intervention: Supplying Sulphadoxine –Pytheramine and Chloroquine to 1008 Community Owned Resource Persons (2 persons per village).

Outcome Measures: Reduction of incidence of malaria cases in the community by 50%.

Results: CORPS members treated between 51% and 69% of all malaria cases in the study period. A 30% decline in the number of hospital inpatient cases was observed, and the number of deaths reported was reduced by 20%. Social mobilisation using political leaders was instrumental in implementing the strategy.  Adults abusing the drugs and weaknesses in record keeping at the community level were key in affecting the implementation of the program. 

Conclusions: The strategy has reduced the incidence of malaria among children, and the strategy is well accepted by community members. Controlling drug abuses by adults and technical support supervision would help in improving the strategy.
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