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Problem Statment: As in many developing countries, traditional medicine, particularly herbal medicines, plays an important role in the health care delivery of the majority of the population. Despite this fact, traditional medicine practice is not well developed and incorporated in the official health care delivery system of the country. To develop this field, a collection of ethnopharmacological information is important.

Objectives: To determine the prevalence of the use of herbal medicines in both rural and urban localities and to assess the perception of the cause and treatment of malaria by traditional healers.

Design: Cross-sectional survey and semi-structured interview

Setting and Population: Mothers and healers in both rural and urban localities of centeral Ethiopia

Results: The prevalence of the use of herbal drugs was 37% in Addis Ababa and 15% in butajira.The main reasons given for choosing herbal drugs were inaccessibility of modern medicine in terms of time and cost followed by perceived efficacy.  Most studied healers believed that malaria is caused by mosquitoes but they largely failed to associate the disease with plasmodium.

Conclusions: Herbal remedies still play a pivotal role in the treatment of a large segment of the population in both rural and urban Ethiopia. Tradtional healers use a variety of plant remedies to treat malaria but their knowledge on the relationship between malaria and plasmodium is not adequate, which will require health education.
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